38                        A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

ting the start of tlie rest, either in real or affected
knowledge of things, and thereby gaining admirers
and dependents, took little differing routes in their
wanderings; and wherever they thought fit to
plant and settle, they built houses, called it a city,
and the leader made himself be called their parti-
cular king.

This petty royalty, as it was raised upon the foot
of chance, rather than blood, and upon the mean
circumstance of a bold aspiring head, which a small
share of brains above his neighbours gave a title to,
so it seemed to subsist on the foot of the same
chance; those kings being as easily, and as often
deposed, as they were either overpowered by their
neighbours, or as any decay and defect of the bright
part that raised them, caused them to sink in the
opinion of their subjects, and gave the king of the
next city a better place in their favour.

Yet this diminutive rank of sovereignty remained
many ages in the world; and we find, not only in
Abraham's time, when the five cities of the lake or
valley, where Sodom stood, had five kings over
them; and afterwards in Jacob's time, the city of
Sichem had a king over it; but even at the coming
of the Israelites into Canaan, almost every city had
its king; and we have a great deal of room to judge,
that these kings did not derive from a patriarchal
succession, for then there would have been many
thousands of kings more than there were; but from
the exalted merit of the understandings and genius
of such and such a person, whom the people thought
fit to admire and follow, and consequently subject
themselves to ; and we have abundance of examples
in history, to prove that this was the practice of
those first ages. But this is a dry study, and the
search after their names would be as needless, as
the list, when obtained, would be tedious to read;
so I leave it, and go on.